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December 13, 2012
Office Of The Evagutive
Dennis McLerran, Regional Administrator
Environmental Protection Agency Region 10
1200 6th Avenue
Seattle, WA 98101

Dear Administrator McLerran,

| want to thank you for your letter of October 30th and your response to our inquiries about
how best to proceed to update the fish consumption rate in the State of Washington.

The Squaxin Island Tribe remains concerned about the direction of the state rulemaking

- processes. The track record to date does not bode well for timely advance of the»issues.' We
now consider the proposals for the Tribe and EPA to work with the State to revise the fish
consumption standard to be unworkable.

We are also dismayed at EPA’s unwillingness to meet with representatives of the Squaxin Island
Tribe on a government-to-government basis. We consider this approach to be fundamental to
any additional work we may agree to on this subject. Again, | respectfully request that such a
meeting be organized. We do not believe an intertribal meeting with EPA and Ecology is an
acceptable substitute.

With a new state administration coming into office and the state legislature poised to further
delay and confuse the processes, Squaxin Island wants to better define an alternative approach.
Such an approach must be one where EPA takes a stronger leadership role in fulfilment of its
trust responsibilities to the Tribes. We doubt this can be accomplished by a continued reliance
on the Washington Department of Ecology.

We do not fully understand the statement you made at the November 15th meeting—that if
EPA has to set the standard, no one would like it. We at Squaxin come from the viewpoint that
whatever EPA does, it would likely be better than what state government will do, which is
nothing. Still, it would be useful to hear a better explanation of what your statement implies.
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Oregon, with EPA’s approval, has set the stage with adoption of a fish consumption rate of 175
grams/day. Let’s find a way for the federal government to extend that standard to Washington.
While still not representative of what our Tribal members eat, it is a vast improvement over the
absurd current standard of 6.5 grams/day.

Tribal Council members would welcome and hereby request consultation with you directly on
EPA trust responsibilities and our treaty rights. Perhaps there are ways that Squaxin Island can
assist to make the path for EPA intervention more accessible.

Thank you for taking the time to consider our concerns, and | look forward to hearing from you
or your staff to schedule a consultation in early January.

Sincerely,

e oo
David Lopeman
Chairman






